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THE JESUS PATTERN 
 

APPOINTED TIMES – THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS 
 
 

Introduction 
 
Jesus calls all people to respond to the Gospel – that is, to the Good 
News of The Kingdom.  
 
The gospel really is good news, where damaged lives and damaged 
souls can be fully restored to what Jesus always intended that they 
should be, and when the gnawing uncertainty of eternity can be 
gloriously settled once and for all. 
 
The Kingdom is God’s place of safety, life, liberty, love, longevity – 
forever. You have the ‘power’ or the ‘right’ to find your place in The 
Kingdom. That right to your place has been earned for you – by 
Jesus. Your right is extended to you as a gift – it is offered to you by 
Jesus, but He will not force you to accept it. If you do not accept the 
gift, then ultimately it passes from you, forever. 
 
“Today is the day of salvation”                                (2 Corinthians 6:2 NLT) 
 
To announce, to illustrate and to fully effect His perfect plan of The 
Kingdom, Jesus set in train seven “Appointed Times”, collectively 
called the Moedim. These speak fully of the life, mission, ministry and 
achievement of one man – the Man Jesus. As someone once said: 
“the Son of God became the Son of Man, so that the sons of men 
might become the sons of God”. The Moedim reveal this plan to 
perfection. 
 
This booklet explores the Moedim and how they speak to all of us 
today. Bible references are provided so you can check-out for 
yourself what God has said.  
 
“Taste and See – that the Lord is Good”  (Psalm 38:4) 
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TO CONSIDER: 
 
Jesus’ teaching on the reality of Kingdom living – Matthew chapters 5, 6 
and 7; also Matthew 20:1-16 
 
The cost of following Jesus – Matthew 10:32-42 
 
Good and bad coexist together until harvest time – Matthew 13:24-52 
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THE JESUS PATTERN 
 

APPOINTED TIMES – THE MOEDIM 
 
 

Way back in Leviticus, where God sets out His ‘laws’ for the Israelite 
nation, He commanded the Israelites should “assemble” before Him 
at certain times of the year. These commands were for all time …… 
 
Whilst the detailed requirements of the Law no longer apply to the 
individual Believer, still we take due notice of them, especially where 
they speak directly or indirectly of Jesus. 
 
In Leviticus chapter 23 Jesus is “hidden in plain sight”, as He is in 
several places of the Tanach (that is, “the Old Testament”). 

 
 
In very simple terms the above schematic shows the ‘pattern’ of the 
Moedim, seen together. The first three events lie in the past, the last 
three in the future. And one is happening today and will continue to 
happen until Jesus returns in Glory. 
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The above gives us a simple “pattern” in which to consider the life, 
ministry, mission and eternal achievement of one Man – the Man 
Jesus. Each Moed represents differing aspects of Jesus’ mission. 
They encourage us to look back to the past and forward to the future. 
And they help us to recognize the time in which we live today, as well! 
 
We seek - and we find - The Kingdom in our relationship with Jesus. 
Jesus died, was buried (sinlessly) and was raised at First Fruits. This 
happened to Him because He is the “Lamb that takes away the sins 
of the world” (John 1:29). Today is the harvesting period - the period 
of “Latter First Fruits”, when the entire harvest is being carefully 
gathered-in. Today is the period during which people can accept 
Jesus’ wonderful gift of LIFE. 
 
In the future Jesus will return. His return will be heralded by many 
“signs”. Collectively these are called “trumpet” blasts – hence 
“Trumpets”. Following that there will be a spiritual harvest when 
wheat is separated from chaff. Finally we will live with our Saviour 
Jesus (we “Tabernacle” with Him) forever. 
 
That’s it, in a nutshell ! 
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The Moedim represent a high-level summary of the reality of 
Salvation, on terms that God has already established. In the following 
pages we put a bit more ‘flesh’ onto this outline. Readers may wish to 
‘work-through’ the following pages as an extended Bible study.  
 
Each ‘study’ follows a general pattern of *why? *how? *when? and 
*what? 
 
Don’t worry too much if this is hard to understand at first. Actually it is 
relatively simple, once we understand the principles. More important, 
please do these studies in an attitude of prayer – praying before you 
start and as you go along. God’s Holy Spirit will help you – 
guaranteed! 
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THE JESUS PATTERN 
 

PASSOVER (CRUCIFIXION) 
 

 
Why? 
 
- we’re all rebels 
- if we are not rescued, we are lost – eternally 
- we need to be rescued 
- we cannot rescue ourselves 
 
Why Passover? 
 
- it is the right (righteous) thing to do 
- if Jesus does not rescue us then we will be lost – eternally 
- it is God’s nature to help those who cannot help themselves – and 

to hold open the OFFER of Life – in abundance! 
 
How? 
 
- the debts that we owe to God are paid for us by Jesus 
- the punishment that we should rightly receive, PASS-OVER us 

and are placed on the Cross, with Jesus 
- Literally, by His stripes, we are healed. By His punishment, we 

are made whole.  (Isaiah 53:5) 
 
When? 
 
- Passover – Nisan 14. Year is debated. 



 

7 
The Jesus Pattern © Lighthouse 2021                                                                                                     

 

THE JESUS PATTERN 
 

UNLEAVENED BREAD (BURIAL) 
 

 
What? 
 
- Jesus was dead and buried. Of that FACT there is no (serious) 

doubt 
- His death was prefigured from ancient times 
- Jesus’ resurrection from death was prefigured from ancient times 
 
How? 
 
- Jesus is the sinless Saviour, therefore His body will see no decay 
- the FACT that His body “rested” on the first day of Unleavened 

Bread is no coincidence 
- the FACT that His body saw no decay is the guarantee that our 

bodies in their resurrected form will see no decay 
- We must “die” to sin – and follow Jesus 
 
When? 
 
- Jesus’ body was in the grave for three days and three nights – 

between Passover and First Fruits. This is significant! 
- Nisan 14 to Nisan 16 – year debated 
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Why? 
 
- to prove Jesus’ sinlessness – only Jesus is good enough to pay 

the true cost of sin. 
- biblically leaven is always a symbol of sin. Jesus lying in His tomb 

during the Moed of unleavened bread is, by God’s providence, a 
highly symbolic affirmation of His absolute and unique worthiness 
to pay the cost of our debt. 

- to prove Jesus’ Lordship over death – the power of death is 
defeated, once and for all. 

- to prove that His followers, too, will be raised incorruptible – and 
without sin. 



 

9 
The Jesus Pattern © Lighthouse 2021                                                                                                     

 

THE JESUS PATTERN 
 

FIRST FRUITS 
 

 
When? 
 
- Jesus rose precisely when God had planned, on the Moed of 

FIRST FRUITS 
- on Nisan 16 (precise year is a matter of discussion, generally 

commentators consider between AD27 and AD33 most likely). 
 
Why? 
 
- Jesus is the FIRST FRUITS of a numerically much greater 

harvest, of all those who have “died” to sin and placed their trust in 
Jesus 

- to demonstrate Jesus’ Lordship over death 
- to demonstrate Jesus’ Lordship over resurrection 
- without this demonstration of power, we would have no guarantee 

that we are saved, once we have placed out full trust and faith in 
Jesus. Yet we DO have this demonstration of power! 

- to give us a living hope that sustains us through life’s trials and 
tribulations 

 
How? 
 
- the “mechanics” of resurrection is not for us to know 
- God is the LORD, the giver of life 
- Resurrection will be in the blink of an eye 
- our bodies will be renewed and immortal 
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Significance 
 
Resurrection is inevitable. It will happen. But to what life? An eternal 
life with Jesus, or an eternal life without Him? 
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THE JESUS PATTERN 
 

LATTER FIRST FRUITS 
 

 
What? 
 
- God’s plan was always to build a growing family of those who 

have chosen Him by responding to His offer of Life. 
- choosing Life in Him will entail opposition and even persecution. 
- we are told to count the cost, but the cost is worthwhile! 
 
How? 
 
- ABC 
➢ “Admit” our need for Salvation; our need of Jesus 
➢ “Believe” in the finality and effectiveness of what Jesus has 

achieved on the Cross 
➢ “Commit” our lives and our futures fully to Jesus – inviting Him 

to be LORD over our lives 
 
When?  
 
- Latter First Fruits is the eternal harvesting period 
- Latter First Fruits is the time allowed by God for His full harvest to 

be gathered in 
- This is the day of Salvation 
- At Latter First Fruits we both thank God for the harvest gathered 

so far and trust Him for the harvest yet to come 
- Jesus is the LORD of the harvest 
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Where? 
 
- Jesus’ harvest is gathered from every place on planet Earth 
- in some way there is an end-time focus upon Israel where the 

Messiah will be acknowledged by His Own Covenant People 
 
R.S.V.P. 
 
It is during this Latter First Fruits period that we have our opportunity 
to receive Jesus as LORD and as Saviour. The urgency of the 
decision is emphasized both by the LORD Jesus and by His 
Apostles. That same urgency is emphasized today. The Moedim 
show us three epochs: PAST, PRESENT and FUTURE. Latter First 
Fruits is very much the present in which we all live today, and will 
continue to live in, until Jesus returns. 
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THE JESUS PATTERN 
 

TRUMPETS 
 

 
What? 
 
- Jesus has promised He will return 
- Jesus has given a clear insight into what the world will look like 
when He returns 
 - Jesus’ return will be preceded by “trumpet” (or shofar) blasts of 
warning (n.b. we need to “hear” those warning blasts and interpret 
them correctly) 
 
When? 
 
- Will Jesus return at Trumpets? 
- When the times have reached their fulfillment  
- When the full number of Martyrs have been brought in 
- when the gospel has been preached “to the ends of the Earth” 
 
How? 
 
- clear signals will be given 
- Jesus will return in the same manner as He departed 
 
Where? 
 
 - Jesus’ return will be focused on Jerusalem 
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THE JESUS PATTERN 
 

ATONEMENT 
 

 
 
What? 
 
- Our rebellion against Jesus carries a huge cost – which we cannot 
pay 
- Jesus steps in and is willing to pay the debt for us 
- At a certain point in the future, there will be a “Day” when accounts 
are settled 
- The biblical picture is that of Atonement – and is foreshadowed in 
the Moed called Atonement 
 
 
Why? 
 
- We cannot help ourselves – we cannot save ourselves. We cannot 
“earn” our salvation. 
- If Jesus did not step in we would have no hope. 
- Jesus does this because it is the RIGHT thing to do; without His 
intervention we would be eternally separated from our Saviour God. 
- Jesus does not do this because He is under an obligation to do so. 
He does it because He is righteous, merciful and filled with agape 
(love) – just as His Father is. 
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How? 
 
- Jesus pays the debt I owe. He only is good enough to pay the price 
of my redemption. 
- I must close with this offer of life by accepting it on God’s terms (n.b. 
this is not a negotiation). 
- Jesus calls this process of forgiveness and new life being “born 
again”. 
 - This is not a metaphor: spiritually we are dead and need to be born. 
Spiritually we ARE born anew as we place our full trust in Jesus and 
His finished work on the Cross of execution. We are a new creature, 
as we “receive” Jesus and acknowledge Him to be our LORD and 
Master. 
 

R.S.V.P. 
 
There will be a day of eternal reckoning – it is absolutely unavoidable. 
Ignoring it is not savvy or street-wise, or clever. Nor is it “brave”. In 
fact it is rather foolish. “The Fool has said in his heart, there is no 
God” (Psalm 14:1). 
 
In the light of all the evidence, in the light of The Jesus Pattern (the 
Moedim), in the light of nearly 2000 years of radically changed lives, 
and in the light of social progress in the midst of which very often the 
Jesus people have been the engines of positive and radical change 
(think e.g. of the abolition of slavery), to DENY what Jesus has 
achieved does not look like bravery or self-actualization, or even 
defiance (however it may be dressed up). It looks much more like 
simple fearful denial – an excuse not to respond to Jesus’ simple 
question: 
 

WHO DO YOU SAY I AM? 
(Mark 8:29) 

 
This is a simple question that ultimately every human will have to 
answer in one of two ways: either “You are my God” or “You are My 
Lord”. One day all will bow the knee and acknowledge that 
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JESUS IS LORD 
 
There is a very real sense in that every human will have to 
acknowledge that Jesus is God. For some there will be that simple 
and awful realization – You are my God - and therefore You are my 
Judge. 
 
Yet for others there will be the joyful acknowledgement and 
affirmation: You are my Lord. Or, in the words of the Disciple whom 
we have all come to think of as “doubting Thomas”, our words of 
affirmation will be: 
 

MY LORD AND MY GOD 
(John 20:28) 

 
We must acknowledge with deepest sadness that not all who think of 
themselves as “Christians” are really so. Sadly there are some who 
adopt the World’s ways and the World’s standards. To look at some 
“Christians” there really is no practical difference between them - and 
all those who deny Jesus. The superficially ‘religious’ amongst these 
will be lost. We reflect that Jesus Himself stated that there would be 
false followers and self-deluded “disciples”. What did Jesus say? 
 

Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord. Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of 

Heaven ………… Many will say to Me in that Day, ‘Lord. Lord! Did 

we not prophesy in Your name? And cast out demons in Your name? 

And we did many miracles in Your name’ And then I will declare to 

them: ‘I never knew you’ [ Matthew 7: 21-23 ] 

 
 

DO NOT FEAR. IF YOU RECEIVE JESUS AS LORD AND 
SAVIOUR, THEN HE WILL SEE YOU SAFELY THROUGH 

 
 
Always remember His simple affirmation: 
 

NO ONE CAN SNATCH THEM OUT OF MY HAND. 
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(John 10:28) 

The Believer is to enjoy assurance (certainty) as to their eternal 
destiny. We need to follow Jesus faithfully and joyfully. In fact this is 
what it truly means to be His disciple. 
 
This IS the day of Salvation ! 
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THE JESUS PATTERN 
 

TABERNACLES 
 

 
What? 
 
- Jesus will be with His people forever. 
- The “big story” of the Bible is that God is choosing for Himself a 
people out of every tribe and tongue. 
- this is a family where we can call God our “abba”. 
- this is a family where we can call our Saviour “friend”. 
- This is a family of eternal joy and love, living with our Saviour, Who 
gave His very life for us. 
 
 
When? 
 
- it is not possible to be precise or definitive, but the Moed of 
Tabernacles may well mark the inauguration of this eternal era of the 
gathered-in family. 
- Jesus will ‘tabernacle’ with His people for all eternity. 
  
 
Where? 
 
- new heaven and new earth. 
- Jerusalem seems to have a definite role in the birthing of a new age. 
 
 



 

19 
The Jesus Pattern © Lighthouse 2021                                                                                                     

 

THE JESUS PATTERN 
 

POSTSCRIPT 
 
What we have explored is not simply about the Moedim (“appointed 
times”) no matter how interesting each Moed is, or how effectively 
they reveal the Jesus story. This is about Jesus’ offer of life to YOU 
personally. 
 
Will you accept His offer? 
 
Jesus invites us to count the cost before we accept His gift of new life 
(being ‘re-born’). When you become a TRUE disciple, not everyone 
will be pleased. Some will oppose you. Some may actively persecute 
you. But Jesus promises ….. 
 

HE WHO IS IN YOU IS GREATER 
THAN HE WHO IS IN THE WORLD         

(1 John 4:4) 

 
The choice is yours. Do not “put off” your decision forever ! Other 
priorities will crown-in and may encourage you to choose another 
WAY.  Any other way leads ultimately to destruction. Whilst the offer 
of Life is extended to you today, you should close with it ………….. 
 

THIS IS THE DAY OF SALAVATION 
(2 Corinthians 6:2) 

 
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
This has been a sketch summary of the seven Moeds and how they 
speak of Jesus. Readers may want to delve deeper into this, if so the 
book “The Messiah Pattern” is freely available as a PDF. Visit: 
https://www.christian-publications-int.com/  
From there go to resources, or use this direct link: 
https://christian-publications-
int.com/images/PDF/MessiahPattern.pdf  




